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PRESS RELEASE

THE MISSING GENERATION

The award winning Every Generation website has teamed up with the National Missing Persons Helpline to raise awareness in the black community of missing and vulnerable people, as a culmination to Missing Persons Month (UK) and the International Missing Children’s Day on the 25th May.

Every Generation (www.everygeneration.co.uk) is the only dedicated website in the United Kingdom aimed at people of African, Caribbean, Black British and mixed race parentage which act as a resource around family genealogy, history and heritage.

Every Generation will be developing a special homepage in partnership with the National Missing Persons Helpline called Missing Generation.

The new page will profile, on a weekly basis, missing people and make an appeal for information from the black community.

Patrick Vernon, founder of Every Generation is of the opinion that there is a ‘silence’ regarding missing members of the black community and that community members are potentially more likely to go missing:

· ‘Academic, government research reports and policy programmes show that people from the black community are more vulnerable and at risk of being social excluded. The black population is often located in the most deprived areas in the country. There are also higher rates of mental health problems, school exclusion, domestic violence and offending amongst the black community. All of these factors contribute to our experience of racism, social exclusion and the historical impact of slavery and colonisation.’

Every Generation is working in partnership with the National Missing Persons Helpline to raise the awareness of the Missing Generation in the following ways:

· We will  feature and update on a regular basis missing people from the black community on the website

· To highlight the work of NMPH regarding human trafficking: Since 1996 NMPH has had major involvement in the issues surrounding human trafficking & were key partners in Operation Newbridge. NMPH published the ‘World of Human Trafficking’ report.

· Support the activities of the National Missing Persons Helpline and affiliated organisations in the UK who provide a service to missing people and families -  www.look4them.org.uk
National Missing Persons Helpline (NMPH) was established as a charity in 1992 to advise and support missing people and those who are left behind. It gives priority to the vulnerable - the very young, the old, the sick and distressed. The Helpline has the most detailed 'missing' database in the country, registering both vulnerable and non-vulnerable missing people. 

· If you are  missing someone, or have seen someone known to be missing, you can call the National Missing Persons confidential help line on 0500 700 700 or visit www.missingpersons.org
· If you are interested in being a volunteer or making a donation please call National Missing Persons Helpline on 020 8392 4590

ADDITIONAL NOTES:

Every Generation was winner of the 2003 CRE Race in the Media Award (website category)

According to the judging panel of Every Generation, it is:

‘Upbeat, motivational and factual, it sincerely attempts to bridge the gap between youth and heritage…(and was recognised as a) resource for all schools to have in the country in promoting history and heritage’.

The site was launched in October 1st 2002 at the beginning of black history month and received over 150.000 hits during this period. 

For further information, please contact Patrick Vernon (Every Generation) on 07976 731 539/020 7247 5565 or the National Missing Persons Helpline’s Press Office on 020 8392 4510
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